
              Nature Transformed: The Environment in American History  
         TeacherServe, National Humanities Center  
 
 
 

 

Population of the 25 Largest US Urban Places 

1800 Population 1900 Population 

New York city, NY  60,515 New York city, NY  3,437,202 

Philadelphia city, PA  41,220 Chicago city, IL 1,698,575 

Baltimore city, MD 26,514 Philadelphia city, PA 1,293,697 

Boston town, MA  24,937 St Louis city, MO 575,238 

Charleston city, SC 18,824 Boston city, MA 560,892 

Northern Liberties twp, PA  10,718 Baltimore city, MD 508,957 

Southwark district, PA  9,621 Cleveland city, OH 381,768 

Salem town, MA 9,457 Buffalo city, NY 352,387 

Providence town, RI  7,614 San Francisco city, CA 342,782 

Norfolk borough, VA 6,926 Cincinnati city, OH 325,902 

Newport town, RI 6,739 Pittsburgh city, PA  321,616 

Newburyport town, MA 5,946 New Orleans city, LA 287,104 

Richmond city, VA 5,737 Detroit city, MI 285,704 

Nantucket town, MA 5,617 Milwaukee city, WI 285,315 

Portsmouth town, NH 5,339 Washington city, DC 278,718 

Gloucester town, MA 5,313 Newark city, NJ 246,070 

Albany city, NY 5,289 Jersey City city, NJ 206,433 

Schenectady city, NY 5,289 Louisville city, KY 204,731 

Marblehead town, MA 5,211 Minneapolis city, MN 202,718 

New London city, CT 5,150 Providence city, RI 175,597 

Savannah city, GA 5,146 Indianapolis city, IN 169,164 

Alexandria town, DC  4,971 Kansas City city, MO 163,752 

Middleborough town, MA 4,458 St Paul city, MN 163,065 

New Bedford town, MA 4,361 Rochester city, NY 162,608 

Lancaster borough, PA 4,292 Denver city, CO 133,859 

Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census 
http://www.census.gov/population/www/documentation/twps0027.html 
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