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Excerpts
It would be a waste of time to expend much labor, the few moments I have to devote to this subject, upon
the present status of the Negroid race in the United States. It is too well known already. However, I
believe that the Negro was brought to this country in the providence of God to a heaven-permitted if not a
divine-sanctioned manual laboring school, that he might have direct contact with the mightiest race that
ever trod the face of the globe.
The heathen African, to my certain knowledge, I care not what others may say, eagerly yearn for that
civilization which they believe will elevate them and make them potential for good. The African was not
sent and brought to this country by chance, or by the avarice of the white man, single and alone. The
white slave purchaser went to the shores of that continent and bought our ancestors from their African
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masters. The bulk who were brought to this country were the children of parents who had been in slavery
a thousand years. Yet hereditary slavery is not universal among the African slave-holders. So that the
argument often advanced, that the white man went to Africa and stole us, is not true. They bought us out
of a slavery that still exists over a large portion of that continent. For there are millions and millions of
slaves in Africa to-day. Thus the superior African sent us, and the white man brought us, and we remained
in slavery as long as it was necessary to learn that a God, who is a spirit, made the world and controls it,
* Full text of proceedings of the 1895 Congress on Africa at Documenting the American South, University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill Libraries, http://docsouth.unc.edu/church/bowen/bowen.html

and that that Supreme Being could be sought and found by the exercise of faith in His only begotten Son.
Slavery then went down, and the colored man was thrown upon his own responsibility, and here he is
today, in the providence of God, cultivating self-reliance and imbibing a knowledge of civil law in contradistinction to the dictum of one man, which was the law of the black man until slavery was overthrown. I
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believe that the Negroid race has been free long enough now to begin to think for himself and plan for
better conditions than he can lay claim to in this country or ever will. There is no manhood future in the
United States for the Negro. He may eke out an existence for generations to come, but he can never be a
manfull, symmetrical and undwarfed. Upon this point I know thousands who make pretensions to
scholarship, white and colored, will differ and may charge me with folly, while I in turn pity their
ignorance of history and political and civil sociology. We beg here to itemize and give a cursory glance at
a few facts calculated to convince any man who is not biased or lamentably ignorant. Let us note a few of
them.
1. There is a great chasm between the white and black, not only in this country, but in the West India
Islands, South America, and as much as has been said to the contrary, I have seen inklings of it in Ireland,
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in England, in France, in Germany, and even away down in southern Spain in sight of Morocco in Africa.
We will not however deal with foreign nations, but let us note a few facts connected with the United
States. . . .
The civil status of the Negro is simply what the white man grants of his own free will and accord. The
black man can demand nothing. He is deposed from the jury and tried, convicted and sentenced by men
who do not claim to be his peers. On the railroads, where the colored race is found in the largest numbers,
he is the victim of proscription, and he must ride in the Jim Crow car or walk. The Supreme Court of the
United States decided, October 15th, 1882, that the colored man had no civil rights under the general
government, and the several States, from then until now, have been enacting laws which limit, curtail and
deprive him of his civil rights, immunities and privileges, until he is now being disfranchised, and where
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it will end no one can divine.
They told me in the Geographical Institute in Paris, France, that according to their calculation there
are not less than 400,000,000 of Africans and their descendants on the globe, so that we are not lacking in
numbers to form a nationality of our own.
2. The environments of the Negroid race variety in this country tend to the inferiority of them, even if
the argument can be established that we are equals with the white man in the aggregate, notwithstanding
the same opportunities may be enjoyed in the schools. Let us note a few facts.
The discriminating laws, all will concede, are degrading to those against whom they operate, and the
degrader will be degraded also. “For all acts are reactionary, and will return in curses upon those who
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curse,” said Stephen A. Douglass, the great competitor of President Lincoln. Neither does it require a
50

philosopher to inform you that degradation begets degradation. Any people oppressed, proscribed, belied,
slandered, burned, flayed and lynched will not only become cowardly and servile, but will transmit that
same servility to their posterity, and continue to do so ad infinitum, and as such will never make a bold
and courageous people. The condition of the Negro in the United States is so repugnant to the instincts of
respected manhood that thousands, yea hundreds of thousands, of miscegenated will pass for white, and
snub the people with whom they are identified at every opportunity, thus destroying themselves, or at
least unracing themselves. They do not want to be black because of its ignoble condition, and they cannot
be white, thus they become monstrosities. Thousands of young men who are even educated by white
teachers never have any respect for people of their own color and spend their days as devotees of white
gods. . . . The Negro should, therefore, build up a nation of his own, and create a language in keeping with
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his color, as the whites have done. Nor will he ever respect himself until he does it.
3. In this country the colored man, with a few honorable exceptions, folds his arms and waits for the
white man to propose, project, erect, invent, discover, combine, plan and execute everything connected
with civilization, including machinery, finance, and indeed everything. This, in the nature of things,
dwarfs the colored man and allows his great faculties to slumber from the cradle to the grave. Yet he
possesses mechanical and inventive genius, I believe, equal to any race on earth. . . . Thousands of white
people in this country are ever and anon advising the colored people to keep out of politics, but they do
not advise themselves. If the Negro is a man in keeping with other men, why should he be less concerned
about politics than any one else? Strange, too, that a number of would-be colored leaders are ignorant and
debased enough to proclaim the same foolish jargon. For the Negro to stay out of politics is to level
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himself with a horse or a cow, which is no politician, and the Negro who does it proclaims his inability to
take part in political affairs. If the Negro is to be a man, full and complete, he must take part in everything
that belongs to manhood. If he omits a single duty, responsibility or privilege, to that extent he is limited
and incomplete.
. . . . I conclude by saying the argument that it would be impossible to transport the colored people of
the United States back to Africa is an advertisement of folly. Two hundred millions of dollars would rid
this country of the last member of the Negroid race, if such a thing was desirable, and two hundred and
fifty millions would give every man, woman and child excellent fare, and the general government could
furnish that amount and never miss it, and that would only be the pitiful sum of a million dollars a year
for the time we labored for nothing, and for which somebody or some power is responsible.
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