
T h e  R i c h a r d  W.  Ly m a n  A w a r d

The Richard W. Lyman Award recognizes scholars who have advanced humanistic scholarship and teaching

through the innovative use of information technology. The award may recognize work that creates new knowledge

in some domain of the humanities; that embodies technological innovation that has broad application in scholar-

ship and teaching; that addresses social, cultural, and/or economic issues in the creation and dissemination of

scholarly work in the contemporary world; and/or work that uses technology in new ways to bring the results 

of humanistic scholarship to student and public audiences. In recent years, scholars in the classics, English and

American literature, history, and other humanistic disciplines have increasingly used information technology to

make available facsimiles of rare manuscripts; to archive, index, and annotate literary, artistic, and scholarly mate-

rials; to link text, visual images, and sound in new ways; and to create new social arrangements that will bring

scholars and students together to blur the boundaries between learning, teaching, and research. The National

Humanities Center presents the Lyman Award to individuals and teams who break new ground by exploiting

information technology toward these ends.

The award honors Richard W. Lyman, who was president of Stanford University from 1970–80 and of the

Rockefeller Foundation from 1980–88, and is made possible through the generosity of the Rockefeller Foundation.

Each recipient receives a prize of $25,000.
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Willard McCarty

Reader in Humanities Computing

Centre for Computing in the Humanities

King's College, London

Founding Editor

Humanist online seminar
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John M. Unsworth

Dean, Graduate School of Library 

and Information Science,

University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

Director, Institute for Advanced Technology 

in the Humanities,

University of Virginia (1993–2003)
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Robert K. Englund

Professor, Department of Near Eastern 

Languages and Cultures,

University of California at Los Angeles

Principal investigator,

Cuneiform Digital Library Initiative
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Roy Rosenzweig

College of Arts and Sciences Distinguished

Professor of History and Cultural Studies

Director, Center for History and New Media

George Mason University
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Jerome McGann

John Stewart Bryan University Professor

Editor, The Complete Writings and Pictures of

Dante Gabriel Rossetti, a Hypermedia 

Research Archive

University of Virginia

Fo r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n

http://www.nhc.rtp.nc.us/lymanaward/lymanaward.htm



W i l l a r d  M c C a r t y

Willard McCarty is the 2006 recipient of the Richard W. Lyman Award, selected 

by a committee of scholars for his contributions to and leadership within the field 

of the digital humanities. Best known as a theoretician, McCarty is also steeped in

the practical dimensions of the application of information technology to the prob-

lems of humanistic learning. In 1987, he founded Humanist, a digital medium

designed to bring together scholars working on problems born of the intersection 

of computing and the humanities. Humanist, which McCarty continues to moder-

ate, has grown from a small e-mail listserv to an international digital resource for 

all humanities scholars with interests in humanities computing. Also since the 

late 1980’s, he has tested his approach to the digital humanities on Ovid’s

Metamorphoses, encoding the text and working with a series of research assistants 

to better understand what encoding might contribute to literary criticism and the

humanities as a whole. The product of that project is a body of work known as 

The Analytical Onomasticon. In his newest book, Humanities Computing, McCarty

states his case, explaining how and why humanities computing is in itself an intellectual humanistic field of

inquiry. McCarty is Reader in Humanities Computing at the Centre for Computing in the Humanities at 

King’s College London, where he has taught since 1996.

E d u c a t i o n

B.A., Reed College, Portland, Oregon

M.A., Portland State University, Portland, Oregon

Ph.D., English Literature, University of Toronto, 1984

C u r r e n t  A c a d e m i c  P o s i t i o n s

Reader in Humanities Computing, Centre for

Computing in the Humanities, King’s College London;

Core Resource Faculty, “Contextualizing Classics:

Renewal of Teaching Practices and Concepts,”

University of Sofia St. Kliment Ohridski, Sofia, Bulgaria

S e l e c t e d  P u b l i c a t i o n s

“Being reborn: the humanities, computing and styles 

of scientific reasoning”, in Renaissance Studies and 

New Technologies: A Collection, ed. William R. Bowen 

and Raymond G. Siemens (Medieval and Renaissance 

Texts and Studies, 2006 [in press]; Humanities

Computing (Palgrave, 2005); “As it almost was:

historiography of recent things”, Literary and 

Linguistic Computing 19.2 (2004): 161–81;

The Humanities Computing Yearbook, with 

Ian Lancashire (Clarendon Press, 1988)

S e l e c t e d  D i g i t a l  P r o j e c t s

Humanist online seminar, founding editor and 

moderator http://www.princeton.edu/humanist/

An Analytical Onomasticon to the Metamorphoses

of Ovid http://www.cch.kcl.ac.uk/legacy/staff/wlm/

analyticalonomasticon/

S e l e c t e d  A w a r d s  a n d  A p p o i n t m e n t s

Award for Outstanding Achievement, Computing in 

the Arts and Humanities, Consortium for Computing

in the Humanities (2005); Arts and Humanities

Research Board, U.K., Research Leave Scheme, for 

sabbatical book project (2003–04); Social Sciences 

and Humanities Research Council of Canada,

Research Grant, for “Collocation, Association, Echo:

Investigating the Basis for Multiple Unities in 

the Metamorphoses of Ovid”.

HOMEPAGE

http://www.cch.kcl.ac.uk/legacy/staff/wlm/
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A b o u t  t h e C e n t e r

The National Humanities Center is the country’s only independent institute for advanced study in the humani-

ties. A private, nonprofit institution, the Center exists to encourage excellent scholarship and to affirm the impor-

tance of the humanities in American society. Leaders from higher education, the corporate world, and public life

founded the Center in 1976, convinced that we must study history, language and literature, philosophy, the arts,

religion, law, and all other humanities fields if we want to understand the human experience. The National

Humanities Center promotes excellence in scholarship; strengthens instruction in colleges, universities, and

schools; and broadens public understanding of the humanities and their role in society.

The Center is governed by its own board of trustees and is supported by donations from individuals,

foundations, corporations, and the federal National Endowment for the Humanities.

Fe l l o w s h i p s  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H u m a n i t i e s  C e n t e r

The fellowship program identifies talented scholars at a breakthrough moment in their work, and provides

financial support and a stimulating environment for the best new work in the humanities. Each year, up to 40

scholars, selected by rigorous peer review, come to the Center’s Archie K. Davis Building for year-long residencies

from across the United States and around the world. Designed for the Center’s distinctive mission by George

Hartman of Hartman Cox in Washington, D.C., the Davis Building incorporates private studies, seminar and 

conference rooms, and open spaces to facilitate exchanges of ideas and information. While in residence, fellows

pursue individual research projects. Through sustained interaction with other leading scholars from a wide range

of disciplines, these individuals also form a community of scholars. Since 1978, the Center has supported nearly

1,000 scholars from 190 American colleges and universities, as well as from 35 other nations. From their work 

at the Center, these scholars have published over 900 books, 60 or more of which have won scholarly and literary

prizes, including the Pulitzer Prize.

E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m s  

The Center develops model programs that rekindle teachers’ enthusiasm for the subjects they teach.

Seminars for Liberal Arts College Faculty bring faculty members at small liberal arts colleges to the Center 

for three weeks of instruction and discussion. Summer Institutes for High School Teachers provide a similar 

service for high school English and history teachers from around the country. Fellows and other scholars plan 

and lead these stimulating sessions.

Professional Development Seminar Toolboxes provide online texts and inquiry strategies out of which high

school teachers, collaborating with local college or university professors, can create their own interdisciplinary

summer seminars in American history and literature. The toolboxes are built around content common to stan-

dards across the country and give teachers convenient access to research-based best practice professional 

development.

TeacherServe®, the Center’s online, interactive service for high school social studies and English teachers,

features essays by leading scholars, instructional activities, and links to valuable online resources. More than 

100 major education and university Web sites have included TeacherServe® in their lists of recommended online

resources, and the site has received six major awards.

C o n f e r e n c e s ,  L e c t u r e s ,  a n d  C u l t u r a l  E v e n t s  

In monthly lectures, Fellows share ideas from their work in progress with local scholars and community mem-

bers. Conferences bring leading scholars and civic leaders from around the world for discussions of the humani-

ties and information technology, the idea of a civil society, religion in American intellectual life, the future of

the humanities, and other topics. Concerts and art exhibitions round out the vibrant life of the Center.
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